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Megan McCaffertyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Bumped series of books are must-read teen dystopian fiction, along

with Ally CondieÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Matched series and Veronica RothÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Divergent

trilogy.Ã‚Â Thumped, the sequel to Bumped, manages to be satiric, scary, and romantic at the

same time. It continues the story of separated-at-birth twins, Melody and Harmony, girls as

engaging as McCaffertyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Jessica Darling. These sisters are the most popular teen girls on

the planet. To their fans, they seem to be living ideal lives. Harmony is married to Ram and living in

Goodside, the religious community that once meant everything to her. Melody has the genetically

flawless Jondoe as her coupling partner, which means money and statusÃ¢â‚¬â€•and a bright

future.Ã‚Â But both girls are hiding secrets. And they are each pining for the only guys they

canÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t haveÃ¢â‚¬Â¦. The biggest risk of all could be to finally tell the truth.
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I forgot how much I liked the story of Melody and Harmony. This is a world that I



canÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t fathom. The plot is interesting.Thumped is much more fast-paced than

Bumped was. The events take place over a couple of days. I was shocked at the way

HarmonyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s community treated her. But thatÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s how things go when

you fear things that do not conform to your ideals/thoughts. Melody is the one that I think grows the

most in this story. She struggles with what the right and wrong thing to do is. Guilt eats at her, and

she doesnÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t know how to deal with it.I like the direction the book went. The

characters want to make a change with how things are done. They donÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t want

teenagers to feel like they have to get pregnant. The morality of exploiting young people is a big

presence in this book. I think the author did a great job of portraying this. The only thing that I

donÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t think was hashed out well is the ending. Things just kind of leave off, and we

donÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢t know if things change, or stay the same.Overall, Thumped is an interesting

read, and speaks to the sociologist in me.

Thumped picks up several months after Bumped left off--twins Harmony and Melody are once again

separated but both are struggling with their life choices in a society where only teenaged girls can

become pregnant. Harmony has returned to Goodside to attempt to fit in with "husband" Ram, even

though she's now pregnant with twins after her one night stand with professional stud, Jondoe, and

to say it's not going well is an understatement. Confused about what she wants in life, Harmony's

still longing for the beautiful Jondoe, even though she's making a valiant attempt to be a faithful

member of her religion. Meanwhile, Melody is "pregnant" as well...or is she? It's not really a spoiler

to say that Melody, Zen, and Jondoe are playing out the biggest scam on the world to date to raise

awareness of how young girls are being exploited into making babies before they are mentally

ready to do so.The action is fast and gripping with short chapters that make the book fly by. Told in

the alternating viewpoints of Melody and Harmony, we see the twins rebel against a system that

uses young girls' bodies as baby making factories. There are romances and deep family bonds as

well as revealed secrets as the story unfolds; I especially like how the book ends because it seems

like a realistic way to bring the story to a close. The absence of any adult with common sense takes

away a level of believabiltiy, but overall this book is just as engaging and fun as the first. Definitely

an enjoyable read!

Oh, Megan McCafferty. How dare you end this two-book series now? I demand that you write a

third. Chumped? Dumped? Humped?Thumped picks up eight and a half months after Bumped

ended. Harmony has returned to Goodside, the religious compound that she called home prior to



decamping to Otherside to find her identical twin sister, Melody. Harmony didn't leave alone,

however; she is pregnant with twin girls. Meanwhile, back in Otherside, Melody, thanks to ALTERR

(Artificial Living Tissue Engineered for Reproducing Reproduction), is "mocked up." ALTERR is a

fake womb that simulates pregnancy so realistically that it fools even doctors. Babies show up on an

ultrasound, even though Melody isn't pregnant. But she's pretending to be, and helping her out is

Jondoe, the true Baby Daddy of Harmony's twins and the faux Baby Daddy of Melody's.With me so

far? It really isn't as confusing as it sounds.Also along is Zen, Melody's soulmate, who wants to

wage war against in what he calls The Mission: "protesting against the culture of reproductive

profiteering." Zen, for all of his zealotry, is a likable boy, and Melody struggles with the intensity of

her feelings for him. They are both virgins, in Melody's case not for a lack of trying and heavy

marketing of her womb, and Zen more due to a dogged determination that his sperm not be used

against him.The message of Thumped echoes that of Bumped. We are in danger of living in a world

where teen pregnancy, which already elevates some girls to celebrity status, will consume us to the

point that we, like Melody's parents, Ash and Ty, are willing to whore out our children to procreate.

As Melody observes, "Our whole world has gone ... baby crazy. ... That's what we're dealing with

here. Not bumps or pregs or deliveries. Or whatever other euphemism you want to use to distance

yourself from the truth. We're making babies. We're creating people. And we're having meaningless

sex to do it! And yet we pretend like it's no big deal. We pretend we aren't in the business of buying

and selling human beings."Part of Melody's enlightenment as to the terrible nature of "pregging" is

due to the Jaydens, the couple paying for the twins she supposedly is carrying. Melody is drawn to

them. Her gut instinct is that they would make great parents, and she truly would like to help them

out in that regard. But Melody is not the one who is pregnant, and Harmony is back with her

husband, Ram, in Goodside.This is a fantastic satire of what we have become and the potential of

what we could be, if we continue to prize celebrity over actual accomplishment. Parts of this are

guffawingly funny, and parts might meld your cold hard heart just a little. When Ram makes a life

changing announcement, I admit that I didn't know whether to applaud him or laugh at the silliness

of the reactions he received. Again, we buy into a celebrity culture based on nothing but toothpicks

in the sand.My biggest complaint about Thumped is its ease. What made Bumped so intriguing is

that it asked us to examine that side of us that buys People magazine and reads articles about

Jamie Lynn Spears' teen pregnancy (color me guilty) or watches reality television about teen

mothers. As a high school teacher, I see so many girls get pregnant during the very years they

should be free from that enormous responsibility, so Bumped gave me a lot to think about and

consider. Thumped is not as challenging. The "bad guys" are much easier to spot, and the debate is



more clear cut. There isn't a lot of controversy or conflict here as far as the book's message. Oh,

sure, Melody and Harmony find themselves in a pickle, and the men in their lives alternately assist

and provoke them, but there is no mystery as to what Megan McCafferty wants us to take away

from her novel. I think I miss that.Still, though, Thumped is a good follow-up to its predecessor.

Melody and Harmony's voices are strong. We can see the confused teenaged girls in them. What is

the right thing to do? What do we owe our parents? What do we owe God? And what do we owe

ourselves? Melody confronts this with poignancy. She knows she's too young to be a mother, but

this is her last chance before the virus renders her infertile.And that is why I want a third book. Part

of me would like the romance of a happy ending. There is a cure! Melody can have a baby when

she's older! The Jaydens can have a baby! Harmony can have a baby! Teenage girls can go back

to being teenage girls! Teenage boys no longer have to compete against each other for Most

Desirable Sperm!But McCafferty has said that this is it. She always envisioned two books, Bumped

and Thumped, and the story is over. Even so, she leaves us with a topic worth of thought and

discussion. Let's not disappoint her, shall we?

I loved Thumped!I was reluctant to read it. I didn't like Bumped, not one bit. I even threw it across

the room when I finished the last page (yes, I put myself in time-out after that).After reading

Thumped, I see that I just didn't get Bumped. I read it at a point of my life that wasn't the best time to

read a book about kids and babies and infertility and all that. I get that now. Let's just call it bad

timing on my part.This week I read Thumped and really appreciated it. I laughed and cried in all the

right places. I got the clever use of language and appreciated how Megan McCafferty created this

super believable, yet terrifyingly realistic, world in the not too distant future where all of this could

totally happen. I loved all the language and creative names of everything. So clever! She also

expertly crafted a fun read that calls attention to serious issues. That is no easy task. I won't get

political or talk religion, but I do appreciate her attention to both and the way Bumped & Thumped

will get some people thinking about things in a way they may not have before. To accomplish that in

a way that is both nonthreatening & entertaining is super impressive! I also loved the familiar

references to Princeton, NJ (very close to where I grew up). So fun!I don't think I need to re-read

Bumped, but I do have a new appreciation and respect for both books now!I give them both 5

Blings!
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